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BONNIE BLUE

March
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(b. 1962)
FOR CONCERT BAND
Instrumentation
1 Full Score 2 E;, Alto Saxophone 1 2 Trombone 1
6 Flute 2 E;, Alto Saxophone 2 2 Trombone 2
1 Oboe 1 2 B, Tenor Saxophone 2 Trombone 3
1 Oboe 2 1 E, Baritone Saxophone 3 Euphonium B.C. & T.C*
2 Bassoon 3 B, Cornet 1 4 Tuba
1 E, Clarinet 3 B, Cornet 2 1 Snare Drum
4 B, Clarinet 1 3 B, Cornet 3 2 Crash Cymbals,
4 B, Clarinet 2 1 FHorn 1 Bass Drum
4 B, Clarinet 3 1 F Horn 2 1 Orchestra Bells
1 E, Alto Clarinet 1 F Horn 3
2 B, Bass Clarinet 1 FHorn 4 *printed back-to-back
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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Kelly Bennette taught for 29 years in the Texas
public schools, most recently at Union High
School in Gilmore. He is principal tubist with the
East Texas Symphonic Band and spent six years

with the Lamar University Faculty Brass Quintet.
He is also served as tubist for the Beaumont
Symphony Orchestra.

PROGRAM NOTES

The Bonnie Blue Flag is an 1861 marching song
from the American Civil War. The lyrics were
written by Harry McCarthy, while the melody
was taken from an Irish song entitled 7he Irish
Jaunting Car. Like most songs of the Civil War,

both Union and Confederate soldiers had versions
of the song. The original melody can be heard
in the trio. The melodies of the other strains are
clearly derived from this tuneful and popular
marching song.

PERFORMANCE SUGGESTIONS

All the standards of march performance come
into play. A clearly articulated style with no clip-
ping of tones is foremost in importance. Place
silence after each tone without chopping off the
tone with the tongue. A full, robust tone and
proper balance come next in line. Always keep

the melody in the foreground. Rhythmic figures
often found in trombones, horns, and saxo-
phones should be clearly heard but not become
intrusive. They provide the rhythmic stability of
the march style.
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